e of his select school on the Aventine, he
othing but corruption.     Grossly,   and   in
phrases, he repeatedly assures his lady pupils
:he priests and Christian women of Rome
=eply corrupt.     Pope Damasus, almost his
friend, he loyally defends ; but there is no
n to doubt either the sanguinary struggle and
rue which preceded his election or the luxurious
;hat followed   it,   as   stated  by Ammianus.
.am points out that c not a single great man
the see of Rome in the first four centuries' ;
main unkindly remarks that the Church of
.e did not even produce a heretic.1    And if
.asus was himself a matronarum auriscalpius,
val priests said, it is hardly surprising that the
ty was very conspicuous in his clergy.    The
2rial authorities had to pass a law (in 370),
:h was read in the churches, making invalid
legacy  to  the  Christian  clergy.    'I   don't
,'n which affirmation Villemain himself is not above suspicion. Helvidius and Jovinianus, Jerome's great enemies, strongly .ked the virginity ideal, the growing cult of the Virgin, the use agan ritual and practices, and so forth. Jovinian succeeded in .lading several nuns at Rome that the married state was quite as as virginity, and more comfortable.., were dropped.
